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Richmond Hosts Downtown Walking Tour with State
Legislators to Showcase Revitalization Efforts

Richmond, CA - Today, Mayor Eduardo and District 3 Councilmember Doria
Robinson, members and founding leaders of the newly established MacdonaldAvenue
Corridor Task Force, welcomed Assemblymember Matt Haney (AD-17), representatives
from Assemblymember Buffy Wicks’s office (AD-14), representatives from Senator
Jesse Arreguin’s office (SD-7), and regional leaders for a Downtown Richmond Walking
Tour.

Pictured: Mayor Eduardo, Councilmember Doria Robinson, Assemblymember Haney, regional leaders, and
community partners during the Downtown Richmond Walking Tour

The event, organized in partnership with the RichmondMain Street Initiative (RMSI),
showcased ongoing investments, community partnerships, and revitalization projects
aimed at strengthening and reimaging Downtown Richmond.



The tour began at the RMSI office and featured introductions from local and state
leaders, as well as updates on major initiatives, including:

* Richmond Rising Transformative Climate Community Hub — a $35 million

Transformative Climate Communities grant bringing a new hub to
Downtown Richmond.
BART/Amtrak Improvements and the Nevin—City Hall Bike Boulevard,
supported by Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC)
and BAAQMD grants.
The establishment of the Macdonald Avenue Revitalization Task Force,
. dedicated to activating and reimagining the corridor.
The Lot: Downtown Richmond Food Court, a new small-vendor incubator
and the city’s latest food destination.

Participants then joined a guided walking tourthroughDowntownRichmond,ledby
RMSI Executive Director Sarah Wally. Stopshighlightedkeyredevelopmentsites,arts
and cultural anchors, local businesses, andareasoffutureopportunity.

Additional attendees included the RichmondChamberofCommercePresidentVernon
Whitmore, along with representatives fromtheCity’sEconomicDevelopmentand
Planning Departments and the Mayor’s Office.Together,participantsshared
perspectives on development opportunities,businessneeds,andstrategiestoensure
the corridor becomes a welcoming and vibrantdestination.

“I've been touring downtowns across California,andeachhasauniquestory—
Richmond’s is one of partnership, bringingtogetherthebestmindstoshapethefuture

of its downtown,” said Assemblymember Matt Haney, chair of the Committee on
Downtown Recovery. “Our committee isfocusedonpartneringwithcitieslike
Richmond to support and strengthen theirlocalstrategiestobringdowntownback.”

“We are proud to showcase DowntownRichmondandthevibrantbusinesses,arts,and
cultural organizations that makeitunigueandneedoursupport.Havingourpartners
from BART, Capitol Corridor, andthelocalcommunitywalkalongsideusunderscores
the importance of collaborationinbuildingathrivingdowntown,”said Mayor
Eduardo. “We are united in improvingandreimaginingourdowntownwhileprioritizing
affordability and opportunity forourresidents.Wewanttheverypeoplewhomake
Richmond so amazing to benefitfromandenjoyitsgrowth.Weareespeciallygrateful

to Assemblymember Haney forvisitingandseeingfirsthandtheopportunitiesand
challenges our city faces as weworktowardrecoveryandrevitalization.”

Event Partners&Participants

Cityof Richmond: Mayor EduardoMartinez,CityManagerShasaCurl,Directorof
Community Development LinaVelasco,EconomicDevelopmentstaff,and
Councilmember Doria Robinson(District3)

State Leaders: AssemblymemberMattHaney,representativesfromAssemblymember
Buffy Wicks’s office, and representativesfromSenatorJesseArreguin’soffice.
Regional Partners: BART DirectorBarnaliGhoshandVernaeGraham,Capitol
Corridor Representative

Community Leaders: Richmond MainStreetlnitiative,RichmondChamberof
Commerce, East Bay Center for the PerformingArts,LeftsidePrinting,andothers.
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